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NEW LAW ON NATIONALITY

The Angolan National Assembly recently 
approved the New Law on Nationality (Law 
no. 2/16 of April 15). This law establishes the 
conditions for granting, acquiring, losing 
and re-acquiring Angolan nationality. It also 
determines that Angolan nationality can be 
acquired by birth or by naturalisation.

Under the new law, the conditions for 
granting, acquiring, losing and re-acquiring 
Angolan nationality are governed by the 
law that is in force at the date the facts that 
give rise to nationality occur. This means that 
if the facts that allow someone to acquire 
Angolan citizenship occurred before 15 
April 2016, the situation is governed by the 
previous Nationality Law (Law no. 1/05, of  
July 1).

Under the new law, nationals by origin are 
the children of a father or a mother who is 
an Angolan citizen, whether the children 
were born in Angola or abroad. The law also 
provides that any new-born children found 
in Angolan territory are Angolan citizens by 
birth.

In relation to acquisition of nationality by 
parentage, the Nationality Law provides 
that any handicapped child of a mother and 
father who acquires Angolan nationality 
can apply for Angolan nationality through 
their legal representatives. Minors who have 
been granted Angolan nationality when 
they reach  majority may choose another 
nationality. In both cases, the application to 
acquire nationality must be accompanied by 
the certificate of registration of acquisition of 
nationality by the mother or father.
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The new law does not 
apply to pending processes 
and its regulations must be 
introduced within 90 days 
of its publication.
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A foreign citizen can apply for nationality 
by marriage when he/she is married to an 
Angolan citizen for more than five years and 
the marriage is under the regime of joint 
onwership of property, during marriage and 
with prior hearing of the angolan spouse. To 
acquire nationality through marriage, it is 
necessary for the applicant spouse to meet 
all the following requirements: (i) to be of 
legal age under Angolan law; (ii) to offer 
moral and civil guarantees to integrate into 
Angolan society; and (iii) not to have been 
convicted, under a final and unappealable 
sentence, of the commission of a crime 
punishable with a prison term of three years 
or more, under Angolan law.

A foreign national may also acquire Angolan 
nationality if he/she has lost their previous 
nationality by virtue of the marriage, but 
that fact must be proved. Furthermore, 
any declaration of annulment or potential 
annulment of the marriage does not 
prejudice the nationality acquired by a 
spouse who has entered into the marriage in 
good faith.

In turn, to acquire nationality by 
naturalisation, the foreign citizen must meet 
all the requirements for acquiring nationality 
by marriage, including: (i) he/she must be 
legally resident in Angola for at least 10 years; 
(ii) he/she must have capacity to manage their 
own affairs and ensure their own subsistence; 
(iii) he/she must possess sufficient knowledge 
of the Portuguese language, confirmed by a 
test; (iv) he/she must have a real connection 
with the national community, proved by 
knowledge of the Angolan people and nation, 
also confirmed through an exam; and (v) he/
she must have adequate knowledge of the 
rights and duties arising from the Constitution 
of the Republic of Angola. 

The Angolan National Assembly may grant 
Angolan nationality to any foreign citizen 
who has provided or may provide important 
services to Angola, or who demonstrates he/
she has exceptional professional, scientific 
or artistic qualities. To acquire nationality by 
naturalisation, submit an application. 

The new law does not apply to pending 
processes and its regulations must be 
introduced within 90 days of its publication.


